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Sir: 

Submitted herewith on a PTO-1449 form is a listing of the 
documents known to applicant in order to comply with applicant's duty of 
disclosure pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § L56. 

The submission of any document which is not a statutory bar is 
not intended as an admission that such document constitutes prior art against 
the claims of the present application. Applicant does not waive any rights to 
take any action which would be appropriate to antedate or otherwise remove as 
a competent reference any document which is determined to be a prima facie 
prior art reference against the claims of the present application. 

The only non-English language reference submitted is EP 
0229958A1 . Thus, a brief summary of this reference is included below. 

EP 022995 8A1 relates generally to epicyclic-geartrain speed- 
reducing gears, in which a plurality of planet gears (7, 8) mounted on a disc 
(24) integrally connected to an output shaft mesh, on the one hand, with a sun 
gear (6) carried by an input shaft (5) and, on the other hand, with the inner 
toothing of a radially deformable ring gear (39) which is immobilised in 


rotation and surrounds them. Each planet gear is carried by a link (25, 26), one 
end (31, 32) of which is connected rigidly to the disc and which can be 
deformed elastically in the direction (F, F) which enables the ring gear to press 
this planet gear against the sun gear, whilst at the same time being rigid in all 
other directions. This is taught to make it possible to use planet gears which are 
much simpler than those of previously known speed-reducing gears of the same 
type, and greatly facilitating the miniaturisation of these gears. 

Statement of Relevancy 

The listed document is being submitted either in compliance with 
37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b), within three (3) months of the filing date of a national 
application or of the date of entry of the national stage in an international 
application, or before the mailing of a first Office Action on the merits, or 
before the mailing of a first Office Action after the filing of a request for 
continued examination under §1.114; or pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(1), 
within three (3) months from the date of an office action or of a search report 
issued in a foreign counterpart application citing each of the documents 
contained in the present statement; or pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(2), within 
three (3) months from the first knowledge of each submitted document by any 
individual designated in C.F.R. § 1.56(c), when each such document was not 
cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application. 

In the case of submission under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(1) and (2), the 
undersigned Attorney/Agent of Record hereby certifies that the enclosed list of 
references is hereby submitted within three months (1) from the issuance of the 
foreign action or search report, or (2) from said first knowledge, respectively. 
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